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Dear Governor Polis, Director Gibbs and Director Mitchell,  

  

Business for Water Stewardship and the undersigned businesses and organizations write to express our 

appreciation for your collective leadership in undertaking an update of the Colorado Water Plan. This 

letter is in response to the administration’s request for public comment on the draft plan and we offer our 

perspective of the plans strengths as well as recommendations for consideration in the final draft.  

  

It is critical that Colorado has enough clean water to grow our food, supply our homes, keep our diverse 

economy strong, protect the environment, rivers, wildlife, and our quality of life – all in a time of drought 

and a changing climate with a growing population. There is a growing crisis, with often dramatic impacts. 

  

The revised Colorado Water Plan intends to guide our state through these immense challenges, building 

on the 2015 plan. We applaud the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) staff, board members, 

and others at the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for their work. We are especially pleased to see 

an acknowledgment of the impact of climate change in addressing our water challenges as well as the 

effort to link water policy with land use planning including the focus and attention given to natural and 

green infrastructure strategies and techniques. We are gratified to see the plan recognizes the imperative 

of working closely with the agriculture sector given how much water is used in agricultural production 

and its impact on the Colorado economy. Lastly, it is important the update recognizes the need to be more 

inclusive of historically underrepresented communities.  

  

Building on this foundation, Business for Water Stewardship and the signatories of this letter believe 

there are some key areas of the plan that should be improved upon before adoption. 

  



More Urgency: The gravity, scale, and pace of the actions in the plan do not meet the moment of our 

current water crisis. Colorado’s business community needs to see a roadmap that gets the state to a 

position of system-wide resiliency in water security to protect our economy and Colorado’s quality of life. 

The 2015 plan detailed Measurable Objectives to meet a “water gap” by 2050. The updated plan should 

clearly lay out a strategy to bridge that gap across all types of use.  

  

Develop Measurable Goals: The Water Plan lacks sufficient specifics and accountability. The plan 

should include metrics on conservation and storage and guidelines on how we balance competing needs. 

These metrics are necessary to measure progress on the plan’s goals and objectives.  The 2015 plan 

included concise, measurable objectives and this plan should build on those metrics. 

  

Prioritize Significant Conservation in All Sectors: The plan should include measurable conservation 

goals in all sectors to ensure that people, Colorado’s economy, and rivers and wildlife continue to thrive 

in a hotter, drier future.    

 

Funding the Plan: Funding is passively referenced throughout the plan but more needs to be done to 

ensure that existing and future funding streams are captured and spent strategically.  Billions of dollars in 

federal funds for western water are available, competitively via the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and 

through $4 billion for western water in the Inflation Reduction Act; the water plan should address how to 

capitalize on those funds. CWCB will likely need to manage more funding in the future to meet the 

challenges we face, and the agency needs more human capacity to do the job.  

  

Prioritize Creative Storage Solutions: We need balanced strategies for innovative storage, efficiency 

and water savings, water recycling, and creativity to complement storage with nature-based solutions. We 

need to increase prioritization of forest health and naturally distributed storage to help nature help itself, 

increase recreational opportunities, and improve river health while providing supplies for our growing 

economy. 

  

Increased Commitment to Equity: Equity language is used throughout, but the plan needs to specify 

who will lead this work and how it will be done. The plan needs to bring in a larger range of voices and 

work towards creating greater resilience to climate driven drought, floods, and wildfires for the most 

vulnerable communities.   

  

We appreciate the work and leadership that has gone into the updated draft of the Colorado Water Plan. 

We also appreciate your consideration of these comments and look forward to continuing active 

engagement on this issue so critical to our state and all who live, work and visit here. 

  

Sincerely,  



                        

           

   

        
 

Backlund & Associates 

        

 

Cc:  

Russ Sands- Section Chief, Water Supply Planning  

Colorado Water Conservation Board Directors  

        


